Duck…Duck…GOOSE!
Most waterfront property owners can appreciate the waterfowl that call Balsam Lake home.  For the Canada goose, however, the reception is not quite as warm.  These bi-colored birds are a hassle for many property owners, but what is it about geese that make them so darn pesky?  

Canada geese are…
…prolific.  The average female goose lays 5 to 6 eggs per year, which means she mothers about 50 goslings in her lifetime.  

…populous.  There are 5 million Canada geese in United States today, and this number is increasing at a rate of 10 to 15% a year.
…residential.  Although they do migrate, geese tend to return to the location of their birth, year after year, to nest and feed.    

…messy.  On a daily basis, an adult goose consumes 4 pounds of grass, digests it, and deposits it onshore in the form of 1½ pounds of greasy white lawn décor. 

The bottom line is that there are a lot of geese, they make a lot of excrement, and they aren’t going anywhere anytime soon.  But fear not!  There is something you can do to keep Canada geese off your waterfront property:
GOOSE-PROOF LANDSCAPING

Native flowers and grasses planted along the shoreline can act as a fortress to protect your property against these avian invaders.  Not only will geese be unlikely to break through the barrier, but they will be too afraid to try.  Tall plants are a warning sign for geese to beware of concealed predators, and therefore steer clear of your property.   

For the most effective goose-proofing, choose species of native plants that are 20 to 30 inches high.  The planting area should be 6 to 10 feet wide, and run the length of your shoreline.  As an added bonus, the shoreline plants will also help to slow runoff and improve water quality in the lake!
Need a hand?
Harmony Environmental is here to help!  Whether you are concerned about goose poop, waterfront erosion, or lake water quality, call or send an e-mail to set up your very own property visit.  Visits are free, non-regulatory, and have no strings attached.  The sooner you schedule your visit, the better—the first 20 Balsam Lake homeowners who do will receive a free ___________!

What exactly does a property visit entail?
· A visit to your Balsam Lake property

· Technical assistance with waterfront property concerns

· Individualized landscape designs

· Native plant lists specific to your property

· Step-by-step instructions for project installation
· Do-it-yourself guides and educational materials
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