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3UHOLPLQDU\ HQUROOPHQW QXPEHUV IRU WKH$PHU\ 6FKRRO 'LVWULFW VKRZ D GURS RI  VWXGHQWV
IURPWKHVDPHWLPHODVW\HDU7KH
RIÀFLDOFRXQWWDNHQRQWKHWKLUG
)ULGD\ RI 6HSWHPEHU FRPSDUHG
WRWKHVDPHFRXQWWDNHQODVW\HDU
VKRZVDWRWDOHQUROOPHQWRI
/DVW\HDU·VFRXQWZDV
7KHRIÀFLDOHQUROOPHQWZKLFK
LQFOXGHV DGMXVWPHQWV IRU RSHQ
HQUROOPHQW ZLOO EH VXEPLWWHG WR
WKH VWDWH WKLV ZHHN DQG ZLOO EH
GLIIHUHQW IURP WKH FRXQW RQ )ULGD\ ZKLFK PHDVXUHG WKH DFWXDO
QXPEHURIVWXGHQWVSK\VLFDOO\LQ
WKH EXLOGLQJV 7KH FRPSDULVRQ
PDGH KHUH LV WR WKH VDPH FRXQW
WDNHQODVW\HDU
2012 Count
(DUO\&KLOGKRRG ................... 5
\HDU.LQGHUJDUWHQ ........... 85
Kindergarten: ..................... 120
Grade One: .........................112
*UDGH7ZR ........................ 
(OHP7RWDO ........................ 
Grade Three: ...................... 120
Grade Four: ....................... 120
*UDGH)LYH .........................111
,QWHUPHGLDWH7RWDO ............ 
Grade Six:...........................115
*UDGH6HYHQ ..................... 105
Grade Eight: ...................... 107
0LGGOH7RWDO ..................... 
Grade Nine: ....................... 
Grade Ten: ......................... 
*UDGH(OHYHQ .................... 145
*UDGH7ZHOYH ................... 145
+LJK7RWDO......................... 
*UDQG7RWDO ..................... 

Band performance,
outdoor movie Friday

7KH $PHU\ :DUULRU 0DUFKLQJ %DQG LV JRLQJ WR 6DQ 'LHJR
LQ'HFHPEHUWRPDUFKLQWKH%LJ
%D\%DOORRQ3DUDGHDQGSHUIRUP
GXULQJWKH+ROLGD\%RZO
&RPH OLVWHQ WR WKH EDQG WKLV
)ULGD\6HSWHPEHUGXULQJWKH
IRRWEDOO JDPH DQG VWLFN DURXQG
IRU WKH VSHFLDO ¶HQFRUH· SHUIRUPDQFH DIWHU WKH JDPH ZKLOH
SUHSDUDWLRQV DUH PDGH IRU D IUHH
RXWGRRUPRYLHRQWKHÀHOG
Continued from page one
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Informational presentation
on bus outsourcing draws
crowd and questions

$PHU\QDWLYH'DOODV1XVWYROGJUHHWVWKHVXQULVHDW0F$IIHH.QRELQ9LUJLQLD1XVWYROGZDONHG
WKHPLOHVRIWKH$SSDODFLDQ7UDLOWKLVVXPPHU 3KRWR&RQWULEXWHG

Simply Amazing: An Amery
man’s Hike through America
By Breanna Draxler
Contributing writer
From Springer Mountain,
Ga. he headed north, through
VWLÁLQJKHDWDQGFKLOOLQJVQRZVWRUPV+HVFUDPEOHGRYHU
ERXOGHUSLOHVDQGIRUGHGVZROOHQULYHUV+HWUXGJHGWKURXJK
FLYLOZDUEDWWOHÀHOGVDQGIUHVKO\
ODLGFRZSLHVEHIRUHUHDFKLQJ
Katahdin, Maine.
'DOODV1XVWYROGWUDYHUVHGDOO
PLOHVRIWKH$SSDODFKLDQ
7UDLOWKLVVXPPHU,WWRRNKLP
ORQJGD\VEXWKLVSRVWWULS
H[KDXVWLRQZDVQRPDWFKIRUKLV
FRQFXUUHQWHQWKXVLDVP
´(YHU\GD\ZDVOLNHWKHEHVW
GD\RIP\OLIHµKHVDLG
,WKDVQRZEHHQDPRQWK
VLQFH1XVWYROGUHDFKHGWKH
WUDLO·VÀQDOVXPPLW7KHVRUHness has subsided and he has
VKDYHGKLVEXVK\ZLOGHUQHVV
EHDUGEXW1XVWYROGLVVWLOORQD
KLJKIURPWKHKLNH+HUHFRXQWHGKLVMRXUQH\ZHDULQJWKHVDPH
FORWKHVKHKDGKLNHGLWLQ³D
SDLURIV\QWKHWLFEODFNVKRUWV

DQGDVKLUWIURPWKH$PHU\)DOO
)HVWLYDO5XQ
1XVWYROGQRZJRWWKH
LGHDIRUWKHKLNHZKHQKHZDV
VWLOODVWXGHQWDW$PHU\+LJK
6FKRRO+LV(QJOLVKWHDFKHU
suggested he read A Walk in the
WoodsE\%LOO%U\VRQZKLFK
GHVFULEHVWKH$SSDODFKLDQ7UDLO
1XVWYROGRQO\PDGHLWWKURXJK
WKHÀUVWSDUDJUDSKRIWKHÀUVW
SDJHEHIRUHWKHKLNHURVHWRWKH
WRSRQKLVWRGROLVW
´,UHPHPEHUUHDGLQJLWDQG
EHLQJOLNH¶,·PJRLQJWRGRWKDW
VRPHGD\·µ
2Q$SULORIWKLV\HDUDIWHU
JUDGXDWLQJIURPWKH8QLYHUVLW\RI0LQQHVRWD1XVWYROG·V
QDJJLQJVRPHGD\ZDVUHSODFHG
E\WRGD\
1XVWYROGDUULYHGDWWKHWUDLO·V
VRXWKHUQVWDUWLQJSRLQWOXJJLQJ
DEDFNSDFNWKDWZHLJKHG
SRXQGV+HKDGWKUHHSDLUVRI
VKRHVIRXUNQLYHVDQGDEVROXWHO\QRLGHDZKDWKHZDV
doing.
´,KDGDOONLQGVRIH[WUD

MXQNµKHVDLGODXJKLQJDWKLV
LQLWLDOVWDWHRIRYHUSDFNHGXQSUHSDUHGQHVV´,KDGQHYHUGRQH
DQ\WKLQJOLNHWKLVµ
1XVWYROGORRNHGWRKLVIHOORZKLNHUVIRUFRPSDQLRQVKLS
and expertise.
´<RXIRUPIULHQGVKLSVTXLFN
<RXKDYHWREHFDXVH\RX·UH
QHYHUUHDOO\DURXQGSHRSOHIRU
WRRORQJµKHVDLG
1XVWYROGUHIHUUHGWRKLV
IULHQGVE\WKHLUtrail names:
6NHWFK-XJJOHVDQG&RXQW
'DGG\7KH\FDPHIURPSODFHV
DVGLVSDUDWHDV0LQQHDSROLV
(DVW7HQQHVVHHDQG(QJODQG
(DFKIHOOLQWRVWHSZLWK1XVWYROGVRPHIRUDIHZPLOHV
VRPHIRUDIHZKXQGUHG
´<RX·UHNLQGRIOLNHDIDPLO\
RXWWKHUH(YHU\RQH·VWU\LQJWR
PDNHLWWR.DWDKGLQµKHVDLG
1XVWYROGVWUXFWXUHGKLV
GD\VLQUHODWLRQWRWKHVXQ+H
URVHDURXQGÀYHR·FORFNHDUO\
HQRXJKWRZDWFKWKHVXQULVH+H
KLNHGXSWRPLOHVDGD\
Continued on page 12

By Tom Stangl
Publisher
7KH$PHU\6FKRRO%RDUGDQG
DFURZGHGPHGLDFHQWHUIXOORIEXV
GULYHUV DQG FRQFHUQHG UHVLGHQWV
KHDUGDSUHVHQWDWLRQIURP.REXVVHQ%XVHV/7'0RQGD\QLJKW
-RH.REXVVHQ3UHVLGHQWRIWKH
&RPSDQ\ PDGH WKH SUHVHQWDWLRQ
WR WKH ERDUG DQG ÀHOGHG TXHVWLRQVIURPWKHERDUGDQGDXGLHQFH
members.
7KHWZRKRXUPHHWLQJZDVDQ
LQIRUPDWLRQDO SUHVHQWDWLRQ RQO\
DQGE\ODZDQGERDUGSROLFLHVQR
GHFLVLRQRUHYHQGLVFXVVLRQRIWKH
PDWWHUZDVKHOGE\WKHERDUG
%RDUG 3UHVLGHQW 'DUUHQ 9DQ%ODULFRP SUHIDFHG WKH SUHVHQWDWLRQE\SRLQWLQJRXWWKDWWKHUHKDV
EHHQ D ´VLJQLÀFDQW DPRXQWµ RI
GLVLQIRUPDWLRQDERXWWKHLVVXHDQG
ZKHUHWKHERDUGLVLQWKHGHFLVLRQ
PDNLQJ SURFHVV +H SRLQWHG RXW
WKDWWKHERDUGKDGUHFHLYHGDRQH
VKHHWSURSRVDODQGGHFLGHGWKDWLW
ZDVWKHLUGXW\WRGRGXHGLOLJHQFH
DQGH[SORUHWKHSURSRVDOWKXVWKH

PHHWLQJ9DQ%ODULFRPDOVRSRLQWHG RXW WKDW WKH ERDUG IHOW WKDW D
PDWWHUWKLVVLJQLÀFDQWZRXOGQHHG
WREHGLVFXVVHGDWOHQJWKZLWKWKH
FRPPXQLW\ DQG KDYH SHRSOH RQ
ERDUG EHIRUH SURFHHGLQJ LI WKH
ERDUGSURFHHGHG
.REXVVHQ XVHG D 3RZHU3RLQW
SUHVHQWDWLRQ H[SODLQLQJ WKDW WKH
ÀUP KDG EHHQ LQ EXVLQHVV IRU 
\HDUVDQGWKDWKHDQGKLVEURWKHU
'DQ DUH WKH WKLUG JHQHUDWLRQ RI
WKH IDPLO\ LQYROYHG LQ WKH EXVLQHVV+LVIDWKHUGURYHDPLONWUXFN
WR D GDLU\ LQ  JRLQJ E\ WKH
VFKRRO DW WKH VDPH WLPH (YHQWXDOO\ VRPH RI WKH IDUPHUV DVNHG
.REXVVHQWRWDNHWKHLUFKLOGUHQWR
VFKRRO
,Q  WKH FRPSDQ\ VWDUWHG
RXWZLWKEXVHV
7KHFRPSDQ\QRZVHUYHV
VFKRRO GLVWULFWV ZLWK RYHU 
VFKRROEXVHVRZQVOX[XU\PRWRU FRDFKHV DQG  SDUDWUDQVLW
XQLWV7KH\HPSOR\RYHUSURIHVVLRQDOGULYHUVDWVHYHQVLWHV
Continued on page 12

Stocking keeps Walleye
in North Twin, Pike Lakes
By Breanna Draxler
Contributing writer
5HFUHDWLRQDOÀVKLQJLVQDWXUDOO\ SRSXODU LQ WKH &LW\ RI /DNHV
EXW QRW DOO RI $PHU\·V ÀVK DUH
QDWXUDOO\RFFXUULQJ)LVKVWRFNLQJ
NHHSV FHUWDLQ VSHFLHV LQ WKH ODNH
LQ RUGHU WR NHHS VXPPHU DQG LFH
ÀVKHUPDQRQWKHODNH
´1RUWK 7ZLQ DQG 3LNH /DNHV
KDYH UHDOO\ JUHDW SURGXFWLRQ RI
/DUJH0RXWK%DVVDQG1RUWKHUQµ
VDLG-RQ%HUJTXLVWDIRUPHU'15
ZLOGOLIHELRORJLVWZKRQRZZRUNV
ZLWK WKH $PHU\ /DNHV 'LVWULFW
3DQÀVKWKULYHWRR
%XWQHLWKHUODNHKDVDWUHPHQGRXVQDWXUDOVSDZQLQJKDELWDWIRU
ZDOOH\HKHVDLG
:DOOH\H LV WKH WDEOH ÀVK RI
FKRLFHIRUPDQ\DQJOHUVLQ$PHU\
VR ÀQJHUOLQJV KDYH EHHQ VWRFNHG
LQ 1RUWK 7ZLQ DQG 3LNH /DNHV
DOPRVW HYHU\ \HDU VLQFH 

6WRFNLQJ DXJPHQWV WKH VSHFLHV·
QXPEHUVDQGKHOSVNHHSWKHSDQÀVKSRSXODWLRQLQFKHFN
´,KHOSFRQWUROWKRVHWRRµ&LW\
$GPLQLVWUDWRU DQG ÀVKLQJHQWKXVLDVW 'DUF\ /RQJ DGGHG ZLWK D
VPLOH
7KH$PHU\/DNHV'LVWULFWFRQGXFWHG LWV  ZDOOH\H VWRFNLQJ
ODVW)ULGD\7KHÀVKZHUHKDWFKHG
WKLV VSULQJ DW *ROORQ %DLW DQG
)LVK )DUP LQ 'RGJHYLOOH :LV
$IWHU DSSUR[LPDWHO\ ÀYH PRQWKV
LQ FDSWLYLW\ HDFK ÀQJHUOLQJ QRZ
PHDVXUHV EHWZHHQ VL[ DQG HLJKW
LQFKHV
7KH 'LVWULFW VWRFNV WKH ODNHV
ZLWKÀVKWKLVVL]HWRLQFUHDVHWKHLU
FKDQFH RI VXUYLYDO ,Q WKH SDVW
WKH'15KDVXVHGÀQJHUOLQJVWKDW
PHDVXUHGRQO\WZRLQFKHVRUIU\
DVVPDOODVõLQFK7KHVHWLQ\ÀVK
FRVWOHVVVLQFHWKH\UHTXLUHOHVV
Continued on page 12

Knutson featured as ‘classroom superhero’

$PHU\.LQGHUJDUWHQSDUDHGXFDWRU0DULH.QXWVRQWDNHVDODS
ZLWKRQHRIWKHÀUVWJUDGHUVGXULQJOXQFKODVWZHHN7KH´:DONDQG
7DONµSURJUDPVWDUWHGE\.QXWVRQDQG7DPP\:DVVEHUJKDVEHHQ
UHFRJQL]HGQDWLRQDOO\ 3KRWRE\7RP6WDQJO

By Tom Stangl
Publisher
7KH1DWLRQDO(GXFDWLRQ
$VVRFLDWLRQ 1($ DQG-HHS·V
FODVVURRPVXSHUKHURSURJUDP
KDVUHFRJQL]HG0DULH.QXWVRQ
DNLQGHUJDUWHQSDUDHGXFDWRUDW
$PHU\·V/LHQ(OHPHQWDU\IRU
KHUZRUNHVWDEOLVKLQJWKH:DON
DQG7DONSURJUDP
7KH:DONDQG7DONSURJUDP
LQYROYHVXSWRVWXGHQWV NLQGHUJDUWHQWKURXJKVHFRQGJUDGH 
ZDONDQGUXQRQDTXDUWHUPLOH
WUDFNWKUHHWLPHVDGD\SULRU
WROXQFKDQGWZRUHFHVVEUHDNV
PRUQLQJDQGDIWHUQRRQ 
,WKDVEHHQQHDUO\WKUHH\HDUV
VLQFHWKHSURJUDPEHJDQ7KH
ÀWQHVVSURJUDPVWDUWHGLQWKH
VSULQJRIDIWHUWKH6FKRRO
'LVWULFWRI$PHU\VHQW.QXWVRQ
DQGSDUDHGXFDWRU7DPP\:DVVEHUJWRDWUDLQLQJGD\LQYROYLQJ
SOD\JURXQGLVVXHV
$OPRVWLPPHGLDWHO\.QXWVRQDQG:DVVEHUJFDPHXSZLWK
WKHLGHDIRU:DONDQG7DONDQG
RUJDQL]HGDPHHWLQJZLWKWKH
SULQFLSDOWHDFKHUV(63VDQGD
GLVWULFWRIÀFLDO
´:HFDPHKRPHIURPWKH

FRQIHUHQFHDQG,EHOLHYHWKHUH
ZDVDWUDFNPHHWVWDUWLQJ´
.QXWVRQUHFDOOV´7DPP\DQG,
ORRNHGDWHDFKRWKHUDQGUHDOL]HG
WKDWDWUDFNZDVWKHDQVZHUµVKH
said.
,WZRXOGEHLPSUDFWLFDOWR
WDNHWKHFKLOGUHQWRWKHWUDFNVR
Knutson and Wassberg brought a
WUDFNRIVRUWVWRWKHSOD\JURXQG
7KH\XVHG*36XQLWVWR
PHDVXUHD\DUGWUDFNRQWKH
JUDVVEHKLQGWKHVFKRRO·VSOD\JURXQGHTXLSPHQW
´7DPP\DQG,FUHDWHDQHZ
SDWKHDFK\HDUWRNHHSWKLQJV
LQWHUHVWLQJµVKHVDLG´:HXVH
WKHVDPHZKLWHOLQHPDUNHUWKDW
FRDFKHVXVHRQWKHIRRWEDOOÀHOG
WRVSUD\OLQHVµ
7KHUHDUHPDQ\SRVLWLYHV
.QXWVRQVD\VHVSHFLDOO\IRU
FKLOGUHQZKRPD\QHHGWREXUQ
RIIH[FHVVHQHUJ\
´$IWHUWKHZDONRUUXQ\RX
FDQVHHWKDWWKH\IRFXVEHWWHUDQG
DUHDEOHWRFRSHZLWKXQVWUXFWXUHGSOD\µ.QXWVRQVD\V´:H
KDYHVHHQDJUHDWUHGXFWLRQRI
EHKDYLRUSUREOHPVLQFODVVURRPV
DQGLPSURYHGEHKDYLRURQHYHQLQJEXVURXWHVµ

´7KHLPSURYHGEHKDYLRURQ
WKHEXVZDVVRPHWKLQJWKDWZH
ZHUHQ·WH[SHFWLQJµ.QXWVRQ
VDLG´%\EXUQLQJRIIVRPHH[WUD
HQHUJ\PDQ\RIWKHLVVXHVWKDW
ZHUHSUHYLRXVO\XQUHVROYHGIURP
WKHSOD\JURXQGDQGFRQWLQXHG
LQWRWKHFODVVURRPKDYHVLPSO\
JRQHDZD\µ
/LHQ(OHPHQWDU\3ULQFLSDO
&KHU\O0H\HULVSOHDVHGZLWK
WKHUHVXOWVRIWKHSURJUDP´7KH
GURSRIGLVFLSOLQHUHTXLUHGLQ
WKHFODVVURRPDQGRQWKHEXVLV
ZRQGHUIXOµVKHVDLG
´7KHSURJUDPDOVRKHOSV
HQFRXUDJHH[HUFLVHZKLFKLVVR
LPSRUWDQWLQWKHEDWWOHDJDLQVW
FKLOGKRRGREHVLW\µVDLG0H\HU
´3URPRWLQJH[HUFLVHÀWQHVVDQG
ZHOOQHVVWKURXJKRXWWKHGD\LV
HVVHQWLDOµ
´:DONLQJLVVRPHWKLQJWKDW
SHRSOHFDQGRWRLPSURYHWKHLU
KHDOWKWKHLUHQWLUHOLYHVµ.QXWson said.
:KHQWKHZHDWKHUWXUQV
VQRZ\:DVVEHUJDQG.QXWVRQ
ZLOOZDONWKHFRXUVHLQWKHLU
VQRZVKRHVWRSDFNGRZQWKH
VQRZ,IDQLF\VSRWSRSVXSWKH
FRXUVHLVFKDQJHG

,QLWLDOO\VRPHRQHGRQDWHG
SHGRPHWHUVVRWKHVWXGHQWVFRXOG
VHHKRZIDUWKH\KDGZDONHG
´7KH\ZHUHIDVFLQDWHGE\WKH
QXPEHURIVWULGHVWKH\KDG
PDGHµ.QXWVRQVDLG
.QXWVRQKDVEHHQDW/LHQIRU
\HDUV6KHDQGKHUKXVEDQG
-LPOLYHLQUXUDO$PHU\7KH
FRXSOHKDVWZRDGXOWFKLOGUHQ
6FRWWDQGKLVÀDQFp(PLO\DUH
PHPEHUVRIWKH:LVFRQVLQ1DWLRQDO*XDUGDQG,UDTL:DU9HWV
7KH\OLYHLQ$OPRQG:LVZLWK
WKHLUWKUHHFKLOGUHQPRQWK
5RVDO\Q&RUULQD²DJHDQG
$LGDQDJH'DXJKWHU-RG\
DQGKXVEDQG:LOOLDPRI&DQQRQ
)DOOV01DQG\HDUROGGDXJKWHU.\OLH
.QXWVRQLVDELWWDNHQDEDFN
E\WKHSXEOLFLW\DQGLVTXLFNWR
FUHGLWWKHSURJUDP·VVXFFHVVWR
VWHOODUWHDPZRUNEHWZHHQ(63V
DGPLQLVWUDWRUVDQGWHDFKHUV
6KHLVSOHDVHGWKDWVKHKDV
EHHQDEOHWRDQVZHUTXHVWLRQV
IURPWHDFKHUVLQRWKHUGLVWULFWV
ORRNLQJWRVHWXSDVLPLODUSURgram.
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Nustvold: Has continued hiking since trip Proposal: Current bus drivers would be given priority in hiring
Continued from page one
always with the goal of ending
atop a relative rise in order to
watch the sunset below him.
From his mountaintop campsite on the 4th of July, Nustvold
kicked back to enjoy 20 simultaQHRXVÀUHZRUNVGLVSOD\VDVZHOO
as a lightening storm that lit the
VN\XSLQDÀWWLQJGLVSOD\RIUHG
white and blue.
To fuel his hike, Nustvold
initially packed boxes of ramen
noodles, granola bars and instant
oatmeal, with instructions for
his mom to mail them to pick-up
locations along the trail.
“I got sick of oatmeal by Virginia,” he said with a smile.
Nustvold—at this point
already 20 pounds lighter than
when he began—realized he
needed to ramp up his caloric
intake if he was going to make it
to the end. In addition to greasy
diner dinners he began eating copious amounts of Hostess Honey
Buns and candy bars.
“I probably ate 400 Snickers
bars over that whole trip,” he
said.
Along the trail Nustvold
showered in waterfalls, ponds,
and rivers, the same bodies of
water that served as his sources
of drinking water. They were
sometimes cool and clear,

sometimes warm and fetid, and
sometimes dried up altogether.
After hiking through a particularly dry stretch, Nustvold
learned of the joy that hikers call
“trail magic.” These anonymous
gifts come in many forms, most
often from people who live near
the trail or have hiked it before.
After six hours and a steep climb
without anything to drink, Nustvold found a cooler of bottled
water free for the taking.
“It really was magic. It would
be there when you needed it
most,” he said.
Such generosity was not uncommon along the trail, Nustvold
said, and those who offered it
expected nothing in return.
Nustvold’s favorite and most
frequent accommodation was the
small tent he carried on his back,
but he also splurged on the occasional air-conditioned hotel with
cable TV. On one particularly
cold and rainy night in Virginia,
Nustvold and 20 of his compatriots crammed into a hiking
shelter designed for eight people.
Everyone shared the small space,
along with warm food and hot
chocolate.
“It felt like Christmas Eve,”
Nustvold said.
By the time he reached the
ÀQDOVXPPLWLQ0DLQHWKH

now-experienced hiker had pared
his pack down to the essentials,
little more than lightweight sleepLQJJHDUDZDWHUÀOWHUVWRYHDQG
a single set of clothes. Including
water and three days’ worth of
food, it weighed a mere 30 or 35
pounds.
“You don’t need much to be
happy,” he said. “All you really
need is what you can carry on
your back.”
Nustvold’s zeal for hiking
has not waned since his return to
Amery. He recently walked the
length of the Stower Seven Lakes
Trail, which measures 13 miles
or approximately one half of one
percent of the Appalachian Trail.
He plans to prioritize the simplicity and challenge of hiking in his
life from now on.
“I’m already ready for my
next one,” he said.

Band: ‘Avengers’
to be shown
After the football game The
Avengers (pg-13) will be shown.
Bring your family, friends, lawn
chairs and blankets. Concessions
DYDLODEOH0RYLHVSRQVRUV&ROH
man & Hartman, SC and Kops &
Kids.

Fish: 1HZO\VWRFNHGÀQJHUOLQJV
should reach legal size in two years
Continued from page one
time and fewer resources to raise,
but their size makes them more
vulnerable, too.
“Basically it’s just a predation issue,” said Aaron Cole, a
DNR biologist and the District’s
ÀVKPDQDJHU´7KHUHDUHDORWRI
mouths out there.”
“If you’ve got a fry, even a
bluegill can eat that,” Cole said.
7KH ODUJHU ÀQJHUOLQJV PDNH
more economic sense considering
their greater likelihood of survival, Cole said.
´(YHU\ OLWWOH ÀVK WKDW ZHQW
out there is a buck 65,” Bergquist said. But he has never heard
a complaint about the cost of the
ÀQJHUOLQJV IURP DQ\ RI WKH 'LV
trict’s residents.
The decision to stock the lake
is based on DNR recommendations and public input from the
District’s annual meeting each
6HSWHPEHU6WRFNHGÀVKDUHFHUWL
ÀHG E\ D VDPSOLQJ ODE WR HQVXUH
that no diseases are introduced to
WKHODNHZLWKWKHÀVK
7KH ZDOOH\H ÀQJHUOLQJV PDGH
the 250-mile journey from Dodgeville by truck. They were transferred from the truck’s ten water
WDQNV YLD ÁH[LEOH IRXULQFK KRVH
WR WKH ODNHV 6LQFH WKH ÀVK IDUP
VRXUFHV GLIIHUHQW ÀVK VSHFLHV WR
many bodies of water in the area,
volunteers were careful not to
bring the hoses into direct contact with the lake water to prevent
the transfer of aquatic species between lakes.
$ WRWDO RI  ÀQJHUOLQJV
were deposited into North Twin
Lake, and the same quantity at the
Shoreview Landing on Pike Lake.
7KH ÀVK LQLWLDOO\ VZDP QHDU WKH
dock, adjusting to the 62-degree
water and the plant life in their
new, natural habitat. Late mornLQJVXQOLJKWUHÁHFWHGRIIWKHÀVK·V
eyes, giving them the glassy,
golden look for which the walleye
is named.
'HVSLWH WKH QXPEHU RI ÀVK
WKDWÁRZHGWKURXJKWKHSLSHVWKDW
morning, only one appeared to be
a potential goner. It hovered below the surface of the water on its

side.
“Do we get a rebate on the one
that’s dead?” joked Kay Erickson,
the City Council’s Lake District
representative.
Despite being raised on a farm,
WKH ÀQJHUOLQJV DGMXVW TXLFNO\ WR
life in the lake.
“When they get in there they
know what to do,” said Terry
Lauffer of Gollon Bait and Fish
)DUP /DXIIHU GURYH WKH ÀVK WR
Amery and is always impressed
by their resilience.
“It’s amazing,” he said. “It’s
automatic.”
Although North Twin and Pike
Lakes lack ideal walleye spawning habitat, both boast excellent

Continued from page one
LQ:LVFRQVLQ.DXNDXQD1HHQDK
Oshkosh, Sun Prairie, Oconto, Orfordville and Bloomer.
In Western Wisconsin, they
provide transportation for the casino in Turtle Lake, the Bloomer
School District and next year, the
Turtle Lake School District.
Kobussen pointed out that
WKHEXVLQHVVPRGHORIWKHÀUPLV
based on safety programs. The
ÀUPKDV:,'27FHUWLÀHGWUDLQHUV
on staff, a partnership for a WI decision driving course at FVTC and
Chippewa Valley Tech College
and a sleep apnea awareness proJUDP 7KH\ DUH FHUWLÀHG E\ 7KH
Department of Defense and the
Transportation Safety Exchange.
7KH ÀUP·V ÀUVW JRDO DFFRUG
ing to Kobussen, is to hire local
drivers. They feel they know their
routes the best and are a valuable resource. Current drivers
would be given priority on current routes. Driver pay would remain consistent with current pay.
Drivers working 30 hours a week
qualify for health insurance, with
60 percent of the cost paid by the
company and 40 percent paid by
the employee. They also provide
a 401k, life, dental, vision and
disability. There is a 20 percent
match on the 401k and employees
are eligible after 1,000 hours of
work.
Drivers have 25 to 30 hours of
training, training on discipline and
continuing safety training, as well
as CPR and Safety training.
Kobussen uses computerized

routing, making the routes as efÀFLHQWDVSRVVLEOH.REXVVHQVDLG
that they perform motor vehicle
registration, background checks
and drug and alcohol testing on
their drivers. They subscribe to a
service that keeps them updated
on their drivers.
The reasons they can provide
the same service at a lower cost
is because their core business is
transportation. They buy buses,
fuel and parts in bulk.
The proposal to the district is to
charge the district for their transportation costs and pay the district
on a lease or lease purchase basis
IRUWKHLUEXVÁHHWDQGIDFLOLWLHV
A contract would be negotiated
DWDÀ[HGUDWH7KHFRQWUDFWZRXOG
KDYHÀ[HGDQQXDOLQFUHDVHVRUEH
tied to the consumer price index.
There may be a fuel escalator
clause.
There were several questions
from the audience.
There were questions about seniority and how the drivers would
negotiate for a raise. Drivers’ experience would be taken into consideration, but there is no seniority. When a contract is negotiated
with a district, a comparable wage
scale for drives is put in place with
built in step pay increases.
7KH ÀUP ZRXOG QRW FKDUJH
students to ride the bus, or charge
more for special needs children.
Teachers that have a commercial
drivers license (CDL) would be
allowed to drive buses, but would
become Kobussen employees for
the time they are driving bus.

0DQ\ RI WKH TXHVWLRQV ZHUH
answered with “if the district approves the policy, we will do it.”
A person asked what the driver
turnover had been for the comSDQ\ LQ WKH SDVW ÀYH \HDUV ² 
percent. How many lawsuits had
WKHÀUPEHHQLQYROYHGLQRYHUWKH
VDPHWLPHIUDPH"2QH²DELF\FOH
had hit a bus, and Kobussen was
sued.
Another person asked how
many routes had been eliminated
in their districts. In Pesigo, four
routes had been taken out. In OshKosh, over 12 years, 13 routes had
been removed.
Who makes decisions on inclement weather? The district.
Do drivers get unemployment
in summer? Yes, even if they are
underemployed.
Will drivers get to take stuGHQWVRQÀHOGWULSVRUZLOODFRDFK
be brought in? Drivers will be allowed to drive school buses.
Will drivers be allowed to do
after school driving for extra curricular activities? Yes.
What is the average age of
their buses? 15-18 years. New
buses are purchased each year.
Will the bidding be open to
other companies, and what is the
timeline? There is no timeline
at this point, according VanBlaricom. The sole purpose of the
meeting was to get information.
There will be more public information before any action is taken, the audience was assured.
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IRRGUHVRXUFHVIRUWKHÀQJHUOLQJV
Bergquist said. Survival depends
on the lake and the year, but if all
JRHVZHOOWKHÀVKVKRXOGUHDFKOH
gal size within two to three years.
Dick Pelc lives on Pike Lake
DQGLVDQDYLGZDOOH\HÀVKHUPDQ
+LVOXFNÀVKLQJZDOOH\HSURYLGHV
anecdotal proof of the success of
past stockings.
“I caught half a dozen off of
my point there. That’s how I know
they made it,” Pelc said.
/HVVWKDQDQKRXUDIWHUWKHÀQ
gerlings were released into North
Twin Lake on Friday, there were
no signs of walleye visible from
the boat landing. That’s a good
VLJQ%HUJTXLVWFRQÀUPHG
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Terry Lauffer of Gollon Bait and Fish Farm shows off a walleye
ÀQJHUOLQJDWWKHERDWODQGLQJRQ1RUWK7ZLQ/DNHZKLOH%UXFH'H
Long, a board member of the Amery Lakes District, looks on. (Photo
by Breanna Draxler)

IF YOU’RE HAVING TROUBLE BREATHING (and you’re not
holding your breath), like a chronic cough or shortness of
breath, ARMC has a Pulmonary Specialist to help you - right
here, locally.
PULMONARY SERVICES... Treatments available for: Asbestosis
. Bronchial Asthma . Chronic Cough . Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease (COPD) . Emphysema . Lung Cancer .
Pulmonary Fibrosis . Shortness of Breath . Sleep Disorders

Don’t delay any longer; get the care you
deserve.

CALL NOW...

715.268.8000
265 Griffin Street E . Amery, WI 54001
www.amerymedicalcenter.org

