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 HONORING THE PAST SHAPING THE FUTURE QUASQUICENTENNIAL
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on bus outsourcing draws 
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Stocking keeps Walleye 
in North Twin, Pike Lakes

By Tom Stangl
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Knutson and Wassberg brought a 
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Knutson featured as ‘classroom superhero’

Amery  
enrollment 
down 30
By Tom Stangl
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2012 Count
 ................... 5

 ........... 85
Kindergarten: ..................... 120
Grade One: .........................112

 ........................
 ........................

Grade Three: ...................... 120
Grade Four: ....................... 120

 .........................111
 ............

Grade Six: ...........................115
 ..................... 105

Grade Eight: ...................... 107
 .....................

Grade Nine: .......................
Grade Ten: .........................

 .................... 145
 ................... 145

 .........................
 .....................

Band performance,  
outdoor movie Friday
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-
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Continued from page one
always with the goal of ending 
atop a relative rise in order to 
watch the sunset below him. 

From his mountaintop camp-
site on the 4th of July, Nustvold 
kicked back to enjoy 20 simulta-

as a lightening storm that lit the 

white and blue. 
To fuel his hike, Nustvold 

initially packed boxes of ramen 
noodles, granola bars and instant 
oatmeal, with instructions for 
his mom to mail them to pick-up 
locations along the trail. 

“I got sick of oatmeal by Vir-
ginia,” he said with a smile. 

Nustvold—at this point 
already 20 pounds lighter than 
when he began—realized he 
needed to ramp up his caloric 
intake if he was going to make it 
to the end. In addition to greasy 
diner dinners he began eating co-
pious amounts of Hostess Honey 
Buns and candy bars. 

“I probably ate 400 Snickers 
bars over that whole trip,” he 
said. 

Along the trail Nustvold 
showered in waterfalls, ponds, 
and rivers, the same bodies of 
water that served as his sources 
of drinking water. They were 
sometimes cool and clear, 

sometimes warm and fetid, and 
sometimes dried up altogether. 

After hiking through a par-
ticularly dry stretch, Nustvold 
learned of the joy that hikers call 
“trail magic.” These anonymous 
gifts come in many forms, most 
often from people who live near 
the trail or have hiked it before. 
After six hours and a steep climb 
without anything to drink, Nust-
vold found a cooler of bottled 
water free for the taking. 

“It really was magic. It would 
be there when you needed it 
most,” he said.

Such generosity was not un-
common along the trail, Nustvold 
said, and those who offered it 
expected nothing in return. 

Nustvold’s favorite and most 
frequent accommodation was the 
small tent he carried on his back, 
but he also splurged on the occa-
sional air-conditioned hotel with 
cable TV. On one particularly 
cold and rainy night in Virginia, 
Nustvold and 20 of his com-
patriots crammed into a hiking 
shelter designed for eight people. 
Everyone shared the small space, 
along with warm food and hot 
chocolate. 

“It felt like Christmas Eve,” 
Nustvold said. 

By the time he reached the 

now-experienced hiker had pared 
his pack down to the essentials, 
little more than lightweight sleep-

a single set of clothes. Including 
water and three days’ worth of 
food, it weighed a mere 30 or 35 
pounds. 

“You don’t need much to be 
happy,” he said. “All you really 
need is what you can carry on 
your back.”

Nustvold’s zeal for hiking 
has not waned since his return to 
Amery. He recently walked the 
length of the Stower Seven Lakes 
Trail, which measures 13 miles 
or approximately one half of one 
percent of the Appalachian Trail. 
He plans to prioritize the simplic-
ity and challenge of hiking in his 
life from now on. 

“I’m already ready for my 
next one,” he said. 

Continued from page one
time and fewer resources to raise, 
but their size makes them more 
vulnerable, too.

“Basically it’s just a preda-
tion issue,” said Aaron Cole, a 
DNR biologist and the District’s 

mouths out there.”
“If you’ve got a fry, even a 

bluegill can eat that,” Cole said.

more economic sense considering 
their greater likelihood of surviv-
al, Cole said. 

out there is a buck 65,” Bergq-
uist said. But he has never heard 
a complaint about the cost of the 

trict’s residents.
The decision to stock the lake 

is based on DNR recommenda-
tions and public input from the 
District’s annual meeting each 

that no diseases are introduced to 

the 250-mile journey from Dod-
geville by truck. They were trans-
ferred from the truck’s ten water 

many bodies of water in the area, 
volunteers were careful not to 
bring the hoses into direct con-
tact with the lake water to prevent 
the transfer of aquatic species be-
tween lakes.

were deposited into North Twin 
Lake, and the same quantity at the 
Shoreview Landing on Pike Lake. 

dock, adjusting to the 62-degree 
water and the plant life in their 
new, natural habitat. Late morn-

eyes, giving them the glassy, 
golden look for which the walleye 
is named.

morning, only one appeared to be 
a potential goner. It hovered be-
low the surface of the water on its 

side.
“Do we get a rebate on the one 

that’s dead?” joked Kay Erickson, 
the City Council’s Lake District 
representative. 

Despite being raised on a farm, 

life in the lake. 
“When they get in there they 

know what to do,” said Terry 
Lauffer of Gollon Bait and Fish 

Amery and is always impressed 
by their resilience. 

“It’s amazing,” he said. “It’s 
automatic.”

Although North Twin and Pike 
Lakes lack ideal walleye spawn-
ing habitat, both boast excellent 

Bergquist said. Survival depends 
on the lake and the year, but if all 

gal size within two to three years. 
Dick Pelc lives on Pike Lake 

anecdotal proof of the success of 
past stockings.

“I caught half a dozen off of 
my point there. That’s how I know 
they made it,” Pelc said.

gerlings were released into North 
Twin Lake on Friday, there were 
no signs of walleye visible from 
the boat landing. That’s a good 

265 Griffin Street E . Amery, WI 54001
www.amerymedicalcenter.org

Don’t delay any longer; get the care you 
deserve.  

CALL NOW...

715.268.8000

IF YOU’RE HAVING TROUBLE BREATHING (and you’re not 
holding your breath), like a chronic cough or shortness of 
breath, ARMC has a Pulmonary Specialist to help you - right 
here, locally.  

PULMONARY SERVICES... Treatments available for: Asbestosis 
. Bronchial Asthma . Chronic Cough . Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD) . Emphysema . Lung Cancer . 
Pulmonary Fibrosis . Shortness of Breath . Sleep Disorders

Terry Lauffer of Gollon Bait and Fish Farm shows off a walleye 

Long, a board member of the Amery Lakes District, looks on. (Photo 
by Breanna Draxler)

Fish: 
should reach legal size in two years

After the football game The 
Avengers (pg-13) will be shown. 
Bring your family, friends, lawn 
chairs and blankets. Concessions 

man & Hartman, SC and Kops & 
Kids.
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Oshkosh, Sun Prairie, Oconto, Or-
fordville and Bloomer.

In Western Wisconsin, they 
provide transportation for the ca-
sino in Turtle Lake, the Bloomer 
School District and next year, the 
Turtle Lake School District.

Kobussen pointed out that 

based on safety programs. The 

on staff, a partnership for a WI de-
cision driving course at FVTC and 
Chippewa Valley Tech College 
and a sleep apnea awareness pro-

Department of Defense and the 
Transportation Safety Exchange.

ing to Kobussen, is to hire local 
drivers. They feel they know their 
routes the best and are a valu-
able resource. Current drivers 
would be given priority on cur-
rent routes. Driver pay would re-
main consistent with current pay. 
Drivers working 30 hours a week 
qualify for health insurance, with 
60 percent of the cost paid by the 
company and 40 percent paid by 
the employee. They also provide 
a 401k, life, dental, vision and 
disability. There is a 20 percent 
match on the 401k and employees 
are eligible after 1,000 hours of 
work.

Drivers have 25 to 30 hours of 
training, training on discipline and 
continuing safety training, as well 
as CPR and Safety training. 

Kobussen uses computerized 

routing, making the routes as ef-

that they perform motor vehicle 
registration, background checks 
and drug and alcohol testing on 
their drivers. They subscribe to a 
service that keeps them updated 
on their drivers.

The reasons they can provide 
the same service at a lower cost 
is because their core business is 
transportation. They buy buses, 
fuel and parts in bulk.

The proposal to the district is to 
charge the district for their trans-
portation costs and pay the district 
on a lease or lease purchase basis 

A contract would be negotiated 

tied to the consumer price index. 
There may be a fuel escalator 
clause.

There were several questions 
from the audience.

There were questions about se-
niority and how the drivers would 
negotiate for a raise. Drivers’ ex-
perience would be taken into con-
sideration, but there is no seniori-
ty. When a contract is negotiated 
with a district, a comparable wage 
scale for drives is put in place with 
built in step pay increases.

students to ride the bus, or charge 
more for special needs children. 
Teachers that have a commercial 
drivers license (CDL) would be 
allowed to drive buses, but would 
become Kobussen employees for 
the time they are driving bus.

answered with “if the district ap-
proves the policy, we will do it.”

A person asked what the driver 
turnover had been for the com-

percent. How many lawsuits had 

had hit a bus, and Kobussen was 
sued.

Another person asked how 
many routes had been eliminated 
in their districts. In Pesigo, four 
routes had been taken out. In Osh-
Kosh, over 12 years, 13 routes had 
been removed.

Who makes decisions on in-
clement weather? The district.

Do drivers get unemployment 
in summer? Yes, even if they are 
underemployed.

Will drivers get to take stu-

be brought in? Drivers will be al-
lowed to drive school buses.

Will drivers be allowed to do 
after school driving for extra cur-
ricular activities? Yes.

What is the average age of 
their buses? 15-18 years. New 
buses are purchased each year.

Will the bidding be open to 
other companies, and what is the 
timeline? There is no timeline 
at this point, according VanBla-
ricom. The sole purpose of the 
meeting was to get information.

There will be more public in-
formation before any action is tak-
en, the audience was assured. 

Proposal: Current bus drivers would be given priority in hiringNustvold: Has continued hiking since trip

Band: ‘Avengers’ 
to be shown


